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Brussels, 24 July 2008
Following the agreement signed on 5 May 2008 by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Universal Postal Union (UPU) regarding the monitoring and ultimately the cutting of CO2 emissions by the postal sector, PostEurop, a restricted union of the UPU, has offered to share the work already done by its members within the scope of its Greenhouse Gas Reduction Programme and to set up a joint technical committee. This committee will develop a common protocol to measure the CO2 emissions of the postal sector, globally, by the end of 2008. For PostEurop members this is an important first step in the collaboration with the UPU.
After the launch of its programme and the announcement of the voluntary target set by the signatories in June 2007 (10% reduction by 2012) PostEurop’s Environment Working Group developed a CO2 measurement protocol and a programme to share best practices and launch common initiatives mostly in the area of transport and building, but also product development and procurement. This protocol will be the basis for the work carried out by the Technical Committee.
Pierre Mawas, Chairman of PostEurop’s Environment Working Group said: “A recognised CO2 measurement protocol is the first step of any effective carbon management policy. We strongly believe that collaboration on that level will show the commitment of the postal sector as a whole to take a common approach and integrate sustainability in the future of the business”.

Daniel Le Goff, Stakeholder Relations Coordinator at the UPU, added: “Such a collaboration increases our chances of success in setting up the right carbon management programme for the postal sector as a whole. It also means that such important work can be carried out faster and more efficiently.”
For more information please go to www.posteurop.org , www.sustainablepost.eu, www.upu.int, www.unep.org    
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