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De Post-La Poste goes green

As a caring company, De Post-La Poste wishes to make efforts to minimise the environmental impact of its activities. With this in mind, it has targeted a 35% reduction in its CO2 emissions by 2012.

To achieve this ambitious target, De Post-La Poste has taken the decision to consume only ‘green’ electricity and to invest efforts to drastically reduce energy consumption. The minimum energy reduction targeted in 2005-2012 is 7.5%.

De Post-La Poste has also taken the decision to use only recycled paper or paper from sustainably managed forests.
De Post-La Poste has set itself ambitious environmental targets for the coming years.

1. De Post-La Poste is committed to cutting its CO2 emissions by 35% in 2007-2012. This new target goes much further than all earlier De Post-La Poste commitments.

In July 2005 De Post-La Poste concluded an agreement with the Belgian government to achieve a 7.5% cut in its energy consumption by 2012 (compared with 2005). In June 2007 De Post-La Poste, together with 18 other European postal operators, undertook to cut emissions of greenhouse gases by an average of 10% by 2012 (compared with 2007).

These two commitments meant that De Post-La Poste was already in line with the Kyoto protocol and the European Union’s climate action plan, but with this new commitment, De Post-La Poste undertakes to cut CO2 emissions by more than one third by 2012 (compared with 2007).
The commitment to cut emissions by 35% was approved by Ecofys (www.ecofys.com), a firm of specialised consultants. In the considered opinion of Ecofys, this commitment puts De Post-La Poste in the leading group of European postal operators. 

De Post-La Poste is taking various initiatives to achieve its CO2 target: 

- Since August 2008 De Post-La Poste is supplied exclusively with ‘green electricity’ from renewable energy sources (AlpEnergy, generated by hydro-electrical power stations).

The possibility of producing sustainable and/or renewable energy at De Post-La Poste sites is also being studied together with the electricity supplier. There is already an agreement to install solar panels for energy generation on the roof of Ghent X sorting centre. These panels, which will be installed in the summer of 2009, are expected to generate more than 400,000 kWh of energy annually. That is more than 10% of the sorting centres power needs.

- The CO2 target will also be achieved by reducing the number of properties (post offices and mail delivery offices), introducing low-energy vehicles and using fuels with low CO2 emissions.
A large number of Euro 4-type (3460) trucks and vans and Euro 5-type (33) trucks have been deployed, contributing to sustainable energy and environment management.

To cut energy consumption on its premises, De Post-La Poste has drawn up an energy register of properties that together account for 80% of energy consumption, approximately 200 buildings in total. De Post-La Poste has listed the 100 sites that consume most energy and commissions energy audits to identify and solve abnormal energy consumption.

Steps taken at Ghent X, for instance, have led to a 20% reduction in total energy costs. 

De Post-La Poste has also started an eco-driving course to teach employees how to minimise fuel consumption on the road. More than 850 people took the course in 2008. Another 2,500 plus will take it in 2009.

If that enables De Post-La Poste to cut 5% off the total fuel consumption of its fleet of light trucks, it will result in a total saving of approximately 475,000 litres of diesel annually.

2. De Post-La Poste is taking a major initiative with regard to responsible paper use. 

De Post-La Poste handles more than 3.5 billion mail items every year. Paper is environmentally sound if it is used and re-used ecologically. Recycled paper is increasingly used in paper production, which results in a substantial reduction in energy and water consumption. More than 60% of paper used in Europe is recycled. 

De Post-La Poste consumes 2,800 tons of paper for internal and external purposes every year. By the end of 2009 at the latest, De Post-La Poste will use only recycled paper or paper made from sustainably managed forests (FSC label). Deviations from this principle will only be permitted in exceptional circumstances when there is no technical alternative.

Says Johnny Thijs, CEO of De Post-La Poste: ‘De Post-La Poste is committed to protecting the environment. Customers that entrust their letters and parcels to us can therefore have peace of mind that their mail items have the smallest possible impact on the environment. In that way, De Post-La Poste also contributes to the achievement of the major Kyoto targets.’

Johnny Thijs stressed that the ‘letter’ is an ecologically friendly means of communication. ‘The international postal industry has undertaken en masse to reduce energy consumption and cut CO2 emissions. In addition, paper is used in ways that are increasingly environmentally aware and recycled paper is used more and more. De Post-La Poste endeavours to be a role model and will only use ecologically produced and recycled paper for internal and external purposes.’

More information form:

Piet Van Speybroeck

De Post-La Poste 

02 276 21 85 – 0477 68 47 12
Note to editors: 
De Post-La Poste has a portfolio of more than 1,000 properties and a fleet of over 10,000 vehicles.
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