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De Post-La Poste to substantially cut its CO2 emissions together with WWF Belgium

On the eve of the UN Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen De Post-La Poste has announced its commitment to reduce its CO2 emissions by 35 per cent with the support of WWF Belgium. That commitment is just one of the aspects of the three-year partnership established by De Post-La Poste and WWF Belgium. Johnny Thijs, CEO of De Post-La Poste, and Damien Vincent, Chief Executive of WWF Belgium, announced their partnership today in the presence of Belgium's state enterprises minister Inge Vervotte.
Through the partnership De Post-La Poste wants to continue to substantially reduce the environmental impact of its business activities. Sending letters and parcels will be an increasingly environmentally friendly exercise. For WWF the partnership is proof that companies are well able to limit their impact on environment and climate while remaining economically viable. 

In the partnership WWF will share with De Post-La Poste its experience and know-how with regard to how companies can reduce their environmental impact. De Post-La Poste has undertaken to slash its CO2 emissions by no less than 35% by 2012. To achieve this ambitious target, De Post-La Poste has launched the Green Post programme to reduce its energy consumption by 7.5% by 2012. The programme includes the commitment to consume only green electricity.

WWF welcomes De Post-La Poste's ambitious targets and will assist De Post-La Poste in its Green Post programme projects. WWF will also challenge De Post-La Poste to adapt and intensify its targets where necessary. WWF will provide input for awareness campaigns among postal staff, whereas De Post-La Poste also undertakes to support WWF Belgium's awareness campaigns on sustainable forest stewardship, as well as a reforestation project in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
In recent months De Post-La Poste has taken all appropriate measures to bring the activities of its five large sorting centres (Brussels, Ghent, Charleroi, Liege and Antwerp) into line with the environmental care standards of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO). The external certification body AIB-Vinçotte has awarded the ISO 14001 certificate to those sorting centres in the past few days. That is confirmation that 3.7 billion letters and parcels are handled in an ecologically responsible way every year by De Post-La Poste.

Johnny Thijs affirmed: 'Environmental protection is a cornerstone of our commitment to being a sustainable business. Our customers can be confident that their letters and parcels are delivered with respect for the environment.'
Damien Vincent explained WWF's motivation as follows: ’For WWF, corporate partnerships are a logical step to reduce humanity's impact on climate and the environment in general. State enterprises like De Post-La Poste – which has some 35,000 employees – also have an important role to play. WWF Belgium is therefore very satisfied that De Post-La Poste has taken on such a strong commitment and is set to play a pioneering role in Belgium. We hope that many other companies follow this example in the near future. That is vital as environmental problems speed towards us like an express train.’
Minister Inge Vervotte asserted: 'Everyone is now aware of the huge impact of climate change. We must take more initiatives to turn the tide. State enterprises work in a market context, but they must not lose sight of their social and ecological commitments. So I am happy with De Post-La Poste's initiative, which will hopefully be an example for many other companies.'

For more information, contact
· Piet Van Speybroeck, De Post-La Poste, 0477 68 47 12

· Jan Derom, WWF Belgium, 02 340 09 56, 0498 90 59 51, jan.derom@wwf.be
· Steffen Van Roosbroeck, Spokesperson for minister Inge Vervotte, 0479 24 54 64, steffen@ingevervotte.be
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